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R. Yehuda Halevi (Kuzari 2:56) - If not for the Children of
Israel, there would be no Torah in the world.
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R. Saadia Gaon (Emunot Ve’'De’ot 3:7) - Our people, Israel, is a
people only by virtue of its Torahs (both Written & Oral)
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4. Some Comments on Centrist Orthodoxy, Dr. N. Lamm
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Now, these two opposing viewpoints have lived peacefully, side
by side, for centuries, their conflict latent—until our own days when,
as a result of the trauma of the Holocaust and ihe reduction of
Orthodoxy to a decided minority, the problem assumes large,
poignant, and possibly tragic proportions. The confrontation
between the two, if allowed to get out of hand, can have the most
cataclysmic effects on the future of the House of Israel as weli as the
State of Israel. History calls upon us to abandon tired formulas and
ossified cliches and make a deliberate, conscious effort to develop
policies which, even if choices between the two must be made, will
lead us to embrace both and retain the maximum of each. We shall
have to undertake a difficult analytic calculus; Which of the two
leads to the other and which does not lead to the other?—and give
primacy to the preference which inexorably moves us on to the next
love, so that in the end we lose neither. Ultimately, there can be no
Torah without Israel and no Israel without Torah. 70 xRnvmK1 Sxwn
xi.

If indeed such a calculus has to be undertaken, then Orthodox
Jews will have to rethink their policy. Heretofore, the attitude most
prevalent has been that Torah takes precedence-—witness the readi-
ness of our fellow Orthodox Jews to turn exclusivist, to the extent
that psychologically, though certainty not halakhically, many of our
people no longer regard non-Orthodox Jews as part of Kelal Yisrael.
But this choice of love of Torah over love of Israel is a dead end:
Such a decision is a final one, for it cuts off the rest of the Jewish

people permanently. Such love of Torah does not lead to love of
Israel; most certainly not. The alternative, the precedence given to
love of Israel over love of Torah, is more reasonable, for although we
may rue the outrageous violations of Torah and Halakhah and their
legitimation by non-Orthodox groups, a more open and tolerant
attitude to our deviationist brethren may somehow lead to their
rethinking their positions and returning to identification with Torah
and its values; Xxman wxS may well lead to TN NanK. A posture of
rejection, certainly one of triumphalist arrogance, wili most certainly
not prove attractive and fruitful.

Moreover, if there ever was a time that a hard choice had to be
made to reject Jews, this is not the time to do so. In this post-
Holocaust age, when we lost fully one third of our people, and when
the combination of negative demography and rampant assimilation
and out-marriage threaten our viability as a people, we must seek to
hold on to Jews and not repel them. Love of Israel has so often been
used as a slogan—and a political one, at that—that it dulls the senses
and evokes no reaction. Yet, like cliches, slogans contain nuggets of
truth and wisdom, and we ignore them at our own peril.
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5. Rabbi Josdeph B. Soloveitchik, On Orthodoxy and
Non-Orthodox Movements, Community Covenant and
Commitment .ch 21 (pp. 145-146)

The conclusion above is very simple. When we are faced
with a problem for Jews and Jewish interests toward the
world without, regarding the defense of Jewish rights in
the non-Jewish world, then all groups and movements
must be united. In this area, there may not be any
division, because any friction in the Jewish camp may be
disastrous for the entire people. In this realm we must
consider the ideal of unity, as a political-historical
nation, which includes everyone from Mendes-France to
the "old-fashioned" Jew of Me'ah She'arim - without
exception. In the crematoria, the ashes of the hasidim
and pious Jews were put together with the ashes of the
radicals and the atheists. And we all must fight the
enemy, who does not differentiate between those who
believe in God and those who reject Him.

With regard to our problem within [the Jewish
community], however, - our spiritual-religious interests
such as Jewish education, synagogues, councils of rabbis
- whereby unity is expressed through spiritual-
ideological collectivism as a Torah community, it is my
opinion that Orthodoxy cannot and should not unite with
such groups which deny the fundamentals of our
weltanschauung. It is impossible for me to comprehend,
for example, how Orthodox rabbis, who spent their best
years in yeshivot and absorbed the spirit of the Oral Law
and its tradition, for whom Rabbi Akiva, Maimonides,
Rav Mosheh Isserles, the Gabn of Vilna, Rav Hayyim
Brisker and other Jewish sages are the pillars upon
which their spiritual world rests, can join with spiritual
leaders for whom all this is worthless....




Community, Covenant & Commitment, pp. 125-127
May 5, 1954

Mr. Philip Fleischer
27 Judith Road
Newton, Mass.

Dear Mr. Fleischer,

Please excuse the delay in answering your letter. The reason
for my not replying promptly was due to a feeling of reluctance on
my part to refuse to serve as an honorary sponsor of a testimonial
dinner in honor of Rabbi and Mrs. Shubow and also marking
the occasion of the dedication of the new Temple “Bnai Moshe.”
Frankly speaking, I was faced with a very unpleasant situation. On
the one hand I was eager to accept your invitation. I cherish my

long association with Rabbi Shubow and [ consider him a dear
and distinguished friend whom I hold in great esteem because
of his many talents and fine qualities. It is self-evident that if the
dinner were being given only in honor of Rabbi and Mrs. Shubow
I'would consider it a privilege to serve as one of the sponsors.

On the other hand, however, this reception, to my regret, will
also serve as an occasion to celebrate the completion and dedica-
tion of the new temple. Let me say unequivocally that I do recog-
nize the importance of this new house of worship for the Jewish
population of Brighton as a means of communal organization and
unification. I also appreciate the unselfish efforts on the part of
the members and leaders which made such an undertaking pos-
sible. Their pride in having attained their goal is fully warranted.
You in particular have manifested a strong sense of community
awareness and devotion to Jewish causes for which you should
be congratulated.

Yet, all this does not justify my serving as a sponsor of a din-
ner at which the dedication of this temple will be celebrated since
the latter will, in all probability, have a mixed seating arrangement
which is in my opinion not in consonance with our time-honored
Law. The requirement for separate pews is almost a truism in our
religious code and I have neither the right nor the desire to sanc-
tion either by word or by silence a departure from this tradition
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My presence at the celebration or the appearance of my name as
a sponsor would be tantamount to a tacit approval of mixed pews,
a thing which would greatly disturb my conscience. Therefore,
after I had given the matter considerable thought, I arrived at the
unavoidable conclusion that my role in connection with this affair
would prove to be absurd, and so respectfully decline.

[ wish to impress upon you that my words are not to be in-
terpreted in the sense of criticism or censure. I am not a preacher
by nature, and I have never tried to convert others who are com-
mitted to a different philosophy to my viewpoint. [ write this letter
with a sense of deep humility, explaining to you my feelings on the
matter. I hope that you realize and tully understand my position

and appreciate my hesitance in accepting an honor which would
be in direct opposition to my inner convictions.
Please convey my regards to Rabbi and Mrs, Shubow and
wish them, on my behalf, many years of joy and happiness.
Sincerely yours,
Joseph Soloveitchick
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RABBI JOSEPH SHUBOW
HOTEL SOMERSET (DLR) BSN - | _
W UR
HEARTIEST CONGRATULATIONS | HAVE ALWAYS DEEPLY APPRECIATED YO

GREAT QUALITIES AS A FRIEND THE WARMTH OF YOUR PERSONALITY YOUR
READINESS TO HELP OTHERS AND YOUR COURAGE AND STEADFASTNESS IN
ADVOCAT ING GREAT CAUSES MAY THE ALMIGHTY GRANT YOU MANY YEARS
OF SERVICE TO YOUR COMMUNITY AND OUR PEOPLE .

JosePH B soLove1TCHIK,
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