10.

11.

12.

13.

YIGDAL

Great is the living G-d, and praised
He exists, yet His existence has no time.

He is One, no unity is like His,
He is hidden, His unity has no end.

He does not have bodily form, He is not a body
He is beyond compare in His holiness.

He preceded all things that were created,
He is first, yet without beginning.

He is the L-1d of the world for all things created,
He displays His greatness and His majesty.

He has granted the bounty of His prophecy
To the men of His choice and glory.

There has not arisen another like Moses,
A prophet who looked upon His image .

G-d gave a true Torah to His people,
Through His prephet, trusted in all His house.

G-d wili roi repiace uor change His Law
For all time, for anything else.

He sees, He knows our secrets,
He sees each thing’s end at its very beginning.

He rewards man with love, as his deeds deserve,
He gives the wicked evil, according. to their wrong.

He will send our Messiah at the End of Days,
To redeem those who await His final salvation.

G-d will bring the dead to life with His great love,
May His glorious name be blessed for all time.

Ey. 20:1-C
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COMMENTARY ON MISHNEH

The first principle involves belief in the existence of G-d.

There is a Being, perfect in every possible way, who is the
ultimate Cause of all existence.

" All existence depends on Him and is derived from Him.

It is inconceivable that He not exist. If He did not exist,
everything else would also cease to exist and nothing would remain.

If, however, we could imagine that nothing else existed, He
would not cease to exist. He would not be diminished in any way.

Only G-d is totally self sufficient and, therefore, Unity and
Mpastery belong only to Him. He has everything that He needs in
Himself and does not need anything else at all.

Everything else, however, whether it be an angel, a star, or
anything associated with them above or below, all depend on Him for
their very existence.

The Torah teaches us this first principle in the first of the Ten
Commandments (Exodus 20:2): “1 am the Lord your G-d.”

[54. The First Two Commandments]

' God spoke all these words, saying”:
* I am God your Lord, who brought you out of Egypt. from the place of

slavery *

* Do not have any other gods before Me. * Do not represent {such gods)*
by any carved statue or picture of anything in the heaven above, on the earth
below, or in the water below the land. Do not bow down to [such gods] or
worship them. I am God your Lord, a God who demands exclusive worship *
Where My enemies are concerned, 1 keep in mind the sin of the fathers for
[their] descendants,® to the third and fourth [generation]. ¢ But for those who
love Me and keep My commandments, I show love for thousands {of genera-

tions].*
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Believing in God

By this injunction we are commanded to believe 1z God; that is,
to belicve that there is a Supreme Cause who is the Creator of
everything in existence. It is contained in His words (exalted be
He): I am the Lord thy God, who brought thee out of the land of Egypt,
etc.! .

At the end of Tractate Makkoth it is said: ‘Six hundred and
thirteen (Taryag)? Commandments were declared unto Moses at
Sinai, as the verse says, Moses commanded us a law (Torah)’3; that is,
he commanded us to observe as many Commandments as are
signified by the sum of the letter-numbers Toran. To this it was
objected that the letter-numbers of the word ToraH make only six
hundred and eleven4; to which the reply was: ‘The two Com-
mandments ‘I am the Lord thy God, etc.” and Thou shalt have no
other gods before MeS we heard from the Almighty Himself.’6

Thus it has been made clear to you that the verse, ‘I am the Lord
thy God, etc.,is one of the 613 Commandments, and is that whereby
we are commanded to believe in God, as we have explained.

CHAPTER VI
(Ex. 20.3-6)

Thou Shalt Not Ilave Other Gods Before Me.
Why is this said? Because it says: “I am the
Lord thy God.”" To give a parable: A king of
flesh and blood entered a province. His atten-
dants said to him: Issue some decrecs upon the
pcople.  He, however, told them: No! When

.

Meckihu - Ex. 20:2-4¢
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they will ha\;e accepted my reign I shall issue
decrees upon them. For if they do not accept
my reign how will they carry out my decrees?
Likewise, God said to Israel: ‘I am the Lord
thy God, thou shalt not have other gods—I am
He whose reign you have taken upon yourselves
in Egypt.” And when they said to Him: ‘Yes,
yes,”” He continued: ““Now, just as you accepted
My reign, you must also accept My decrees:
‘Thou shalt not have other gods before Me.” ”’




THE FIRST BOOK,
BEING
THE BOOK OF KNOWLEDGE
*(treats of five categories of laws in the following order: laws appertaining to the
fundamental principles of the Torah; | vs relating to ethics; laws concerning the study of
the Torah; laws referring to idolatry, and the ordinances of idolaters; lw.. concerning
repentance.) *

LAWS CONCERNING THE BASIC PRINCIPLES OF THE TORAH. These
cover ten precepts, six of which are affirmative, while four are negative. [itt, to know
that there is a God. Second, not to permit the thought to enter the mind that there is
any God but the Eternal. Third, to acknowledge His Unity. Fourth, to love Him. Fifth,
to revere Him. Sixth, to sanctify His Name. Seventh, not to profane His name. Eighth,
not to destroy things which bear His name. Ninth, to listen to (and accept} the prophet
who speaks in His Name. Tenth, not to tempt Him. The exposition of all these precepts
forms the contents of the following chapters.

CHAPTER ONE.

1. The basic principle of all basic principles and the pitlar of all sciences is to
realize that there is a First Being who brought every existing thing into bewg. All existing
things, whether celestial, terrestrial, or belonging to an intermediate class, exist only
through His true Existence.

2. If it could be supposed that He did not exist, it worid follow that nothing slse
could possibly exist.

3. If, however, it were supposed that all other beings were non-existent, He alone
would still exist. Their non-existence would not involve His non-existence. For all beings
are in need of Him; but He, blessed be He, is not in need of them nor of any of them.

I** Hence, His real essence is unlike that of any of them.

4. This is what the prophet means when he says “But the Bternal is the true God”
(Jer. 10:10); that is, He alone is real, and nothing else has reality like Flis reality. The
same thought the Torah expresses in the text: “There is none else besider M:m” (Deut.
4:35); that is : There is no being besides Him, that is really like Him.

IL** 5. This being is the God of the Universe, the Lord of all the Bacth, And He it is,
who controls the Sphere (of the Universe) with a power that is without end or limit; with
a power that is never intermitted. For the Sphere is always revolving; and it is impossible
for it to revolve without someone making it revolve. God, blessed be He, it is, who, without
hand or body, causes it to revolve.

6. To acknowledge this truth is an affirmative precept, as it is said “I am the Lord,
thy God” (Ex. 20:2; Deut. 5:6). And whoever permits the thought to enter his mind
that there is another deity besides this God, violates a prohibitioui ; as it is said “Thou
shalt have no other gods before me” (Ex. 20:3; Deut. 5:7), awi denies the essence of
Religion—this doctrine being the great principle on which everyi.ing depend:.

We siv that G-d does not need His creation. If so, why

world?
required 5 do? How does this relate to G-d?
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10. Al Khazari: Indeed, I see myself compelled to
ask the Jews, because they are the relic of the Children
of Tsrael. For I see that they constitute in themselves
the evidence for the divine law on earth.

He. then invited a Jewish Rabbi, and asked him
about his belief.

11. The Rabbi replied: I believe in the God of
Abraham, Isaac and Israel, who led the children of
Israel out of Egypt with signs and miracles ; who fed
them in the desert and gave them the land, after having
made then: traveree tie sea and the Jordan in a miracu-
lous way; who sent Moses with His law, and subse- *
quently thousands of prophets, who confirmed His law
by promises to the observant, and threets to the ais-
obedient. Our belief 15 comprised in the Torih g
very large domain.

12. T had not intended to ask any Jew, because I
\am aware oi their reduced condition and narrow-
minded views, as their misery left them nothing com-
mendable. Now shouldst thou, O Jew, not have said
that thou believest in the Creator of the world, its
Governor and Guide, and in Him who created and

keeps thee, and such attributes which serve as evi-
dence for every believer, and for the sake of which He
pursues justice in order to resemble the Creator in His
wisdom and justice ?

13. The Rabbi: That which thou dost express is
religion based on speculation and system, the research
of thought, but open to many doubts. Now ask the .
philosophers, and thou wilt find that they do not agree
on one action or one principle, since some doctrines
can be established by arguments, which are only
partially satisfactory, and still much less capable of
being proved.

14. Al Khazari: That which thou sayest now, O
Jew, seems to be more to the point than the beginning.
and I should like to hear more.

15. The Rabbi: Surely the beginning of my speech
was just the proof, and so evident that it requires no
other argument.

16. Al Khazari: How so ?

17. The Rabbi: Allow me to make a few prelimi-
nary remarks, for I see thee disregarding and depre-

ciatiig my words.

18. Al Khazari: Let me hear thy remarks.

19. The Rabbi: If thou wert told that the King of
India wae an excellent msn, commeiding admiration,
and deser mg his high rcputation, one whose actions
were vefected in the justice which rules Lis country
and the virtuous ways of his subjects, would this bind
thee to revere him ?

20. Al Khazari : How could this bind me, whilst
I am not sure if the justice of the Indian people is
natural, and not dependent on their king, or due to
the king or both ?
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" 21. The Rabbi: But if his messenger came to thee
e Rab g IR INRI 177 39 PURINI P X 17 pikgm 00 9373 DD

bringing presents which thou knowest to be only pro-

curable in India, and in the royal palace, accompanied MEMD 2o DpYsn :m:mL” AW TR q7ER P D 7'7 iRk
by a letter in which it is distinctly stated from whom q*:*m‘a nR 1Y) N3 ‘7;7 BRI TR P21 Anix oReImy
it comes, and to which are added drugs to cure thy 917: x”:qnﬂ,wn 317: anjp$ 1an: u‘,wgn jrx 7: D’D‘"ﬁ'?ﬂ '7:53

diseases, to preserve thy health, poisons for thy ene-
mies, and other means to fight and kill them without
battle, would this make thee beholden to him ? *

22. Al Khazari: Certainly. For this would re- eT——
move my former doubt thatthe Indians have a king. - Y9m A s )

I should also acknowledge that a proof of his power kE 7 BIRR B — TR pROT i X D 113 el
and dominion has reached me. S Do WNIppIITh 7'7’3 LA TRRR DR,

23. The Rabbi: How wouldst thou, then, if asked,
describe him ?

24. A] Khazari: In terms about which I am quite :
clear, and to these I could add others which were at NAIRDN 23 - Ay 7onY Srivn R 78T o
first rather doubtful, but are no longer so.

25. The Rabbi: In this way I answered thy first
b b Bt e B s 7Y W et e o
to thee,” viz. the God of Abreham, Iswac and Jacob. 17203 12 0K IR ~:9'7 pDO Dn13 *n’?mw ™03 - BvINKY
For Abraham was well known to the nations, who also =

inyngn by b ™ 2m o kY o -, o n?r_:

ann . (22)

TI0n MR (12)

knew that the divine spirit was in contact with the RIS "?
patriarchs, cared for them, and performed miracles for

viem e Gid net say: ‘The God of heaven and 2933 Mk (3)
earth,” nor *my Creator and thine sent me.’ In the nND3 TGN K 1 AT IANR INRY KD 5 EREaki vl

same way God commenced His speech to the assembled
people of Israel: ‘T am the God whom you worship,
who has led you out of the land of Egypt,’ but He did

-pmb s - v-r'm ~m‘7w o™avy ~1‘7x~ :AYID P8 N33 MY
W ERIWR NIIRT 3T M 2 -3pyn poye B-hR Y ~n'7x

not say: ‘I am the Creator of the world and your noy m*‘w MY ony Sanm ~~n‘7x~: 139772 ¥7i0 ninKa
Creator” Now in the same style I spoke to thee, a TR omwn *1‘»{» :19IRY s 17 MK kY 1Y) mx’mz a-l'v
Prince OifltheI Khazars, dthln thou dldstﬁa,sk me agout 11'731 nnp 12 «Ta',R ‘11‘1'7!0 '[R'\'I:'! ‘Nﬂ13» R"'! «T,L)N -an
my.cree . answered thee as was fitting, an. 18 TIRYI m T‘“"f‘“ i ‘Dm "mﬁw* 23 N1y b: bx ﬁ:n:
fitting for the whole of Israel who knew these things,

first from personal experience, and afterwards through "ANDR [2) S<D2K71 ::'71:71 QR AR e o)
uninterrupted tradition, which is equal to the former. WTins "mm?SL,? ”Jﬁ‘?NW KD 09107 T 9% T3 W

37 .2 oy Y ny 2wmnm) nix 2mnn 7377 X AR nin
9B R MIN) BWY MK B Yy mivkaa Yxer b 3nw
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Our knowledge of God does not rest on my»w but on mnY:
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*? You might inquire about times long past, going back to the time that
God created man on earth, lexploring| one end of the heavens to the other.
Sec i anything as great as this has ever happened, or if the like has ever
been heard.

33 Has any nation ever heard God speaking out of fire, as you have, and
still survived? * Has God ever done miracles® bringing one nation out of
another nation with such tremendous miracles, signs, wonders, war, a
mighty hand and outstretched arm,* and territying phenomena, as God did
for you in Egypt before your very eyes?

3% You are the ones who have been shown, so that you will know that
God is the Supreme Being,” and there is none besides Him.

36 From the heavens, He let you hear His voice admonishing you, and
on earth He showed you His great fire, so that you heard His words from
the fire.

¥ It was because He loved your fathers, and chose their® children after
them, that [God] Himsell® brought you out of Egypt with His great power.
3 He will drive away before you nations that are greater and stronger than
you, 50 as to bring you to their lands, and give them to you as a heritage, as
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[He is doing] today.

3 Realize it today and ponder it in your heart: God is the Supreme
Being in heaven above and on the earth beneath—there is no other.

0 Keep Hix decress and commandments that I am presenting to you
today, so that He will be good to you and your children alter you. Then you
will endure for a long time in the land that God your Lord is giving you for
all time.
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[129. The Divine Glory] T~

7 God said to Moses, *‘Since you have been pleasing to Me and I know
you by name, I will also fulfill this request of yours.”
'8 “Please let me have a vision* of Your Glory,” begged [Moses).

" [God] replied, “I will make all My good pass before you, and reveal the
pivine Name in your presence. [But still,] I will have mercy and show kindness
1o whomever 1 desire*”

™ [God then] explained, “You cannot have a vision of My Presence. A man
annot have a vision of Me and still exist*”

11 God then said, ‘I have a special place® where you can stand® on the
rocky mountain. ** When My glory passes by, I will place you in a crevice in
the mountain,® protecting you with My power® unil I pass by. ** I will then
remove My protective power,” and you will have a vision of what follows from
My existence® My essence itsell;* however, will not be seen.”

# God revealed Himself* in a cloud, and it stood there with [Moses].*
[Moses] called out in God’s name.*

* God passed by before [Moses] and proclaimed,” **God, God, Omni-
potent,” merciful and kind, slow to anger, with tremendous [resources of] love
and truth. ! He remembers deeds of love for thousands [of generations),” for-
giving sin, rebellion and error.* He does not clear [those who do not repent],*
but keeps in mind the sins of the fathers to their children and grandchildren,
to the third and fourth generation*”

* Moses quickly bowed his head and prostrated himself. * He said, *'If You
are indeed pleased with me, O God, let my Lord go among us. This nation
may be unbending, but forgive our sins and errors, and make us Your own.*”

$3:18 have & vilon (Emunoth VeDepoth w:18). Or, “Let me comprehend Your unique nature” (Yad, Yeiodey

HaTorah 1:10).

83:19 Butsdll. . . (see Serabhath 7). Or, "1 will let you know to whom | will show mercy and kindness” (Rash-

bam; Ramban).
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Emunsth VeDeyoith 2:13); or, “{Moscs] s00d there with (God]"” (Targum Yonathan; Sforno).

5 vevesled Himaelf (Targum). u:z}:l.l,, “descended.” See note on Genesis 11:7, Exodus 19:11.
k& ... The doud (ibn Exra; Avraham ben HaRambam). Or, “(God) sood with [Moses]” (Ramban;

ss:9e and sill cxist. Literally, “and live.” Or, “No man nor any other living creature can see Me” (Ralbag) izrachi]
: Aol . . —  Moses called . . . (Te Yeonathan, . Or, i o :
33:01 lhavea np;dnl place (Rashi). Or, “All space is under My domain” (Rashi; Baalcy Tosafoth). Or, “There ) Ena). s M S e e e e
is 2 way ol nu:hm.npmut (Moreh Nevuhiam 1 :8). r i . g
6% and H H . Or, ™ i
- i Iy ki e sy, nid Vo i 34 Lhm::am:hbm, Ibn Fzra; Sforno). Or, ““and [Moses) prayed' (Targum Yerushalmi; Pirksy Rabby
munmwmphmo‘thmmo‘dllhum (Moveh Nevuhlum 3:16; ). : )

i My o Omaipotent (Saadia). Or, “the merciful and kind God" (Turgum).

- (Literally). Or, “When lyou ay) w pass over the boundaries (toward] My

17 of generations (Targum). Sce 10:6.
M,lvdllayouMduhmuolywrm(Abuhnel) s i
- M v . Te ). Li : “placi i i . «=  sin, rebellion and error (Sec Yoma 36b).
m"""“"'“, pon ! L *';“:)7 placing My hand over you.” Or, “protecting you —~  those who do not repent (Targum; Yoma 88a; Rashi). Or, He does not completely destroy” (cf. Jeremiah
My prosective power (cf. T I %41
" " " A argum). Literally, “My hand.” -— third and fourth generadon. Sce 30:5.

follows froms My existence (Hirsch; cf. Moreh Nevakhum 1 :34; Au.tdll HaKodesk 3:40). Literally,
“My back" Or, “a glimmer of My essence™ (Emunoth VeDepoth 1:11); or, “'a partial realization of My
uniqueness” (Yad, Yesodey HaTorah 1:10).
= My cssence . .. Literally, “My face.” B E
= z & \




