‘The Thirteenth Principle

1 believe with perfit faith vhat e dead will bs brought back 10 e

when God wills it 1o bappen.
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Discourse on the Resurrection
(Ma'amar Techiyas HaMesim)
. The concept of the resurrection is well known among all Jews, and
there-are none who dispute it. It is mentioned tmany times in our prayers
and homilics, as well as in supplications written by the prophets and
sages. Inmumerable references to it may be found in the Talmud and’
Midrash. _ '
This is its significance: :
The body and soul will be reunited once again after they have been
separated [by deach]: There is no Jew who disputes thus, and it cannot
be interpreted other than literally. One may not accept the view of any
Jew who believes otherwise. For we must understand thar even though
many other Biblical verses may be interpreted allegorically, this must be
taken literally. . B . y B
The concepr of the resurrection, namely thar body and soul will be re-
united after death, is found in the book of Daniel in such a manner that
it cannot be interpreted other than lierally, We are told (Damel 12:2),
“Many who dleep in the dust shall awaken, some to evedasting life, and
some to everlasting shame and reproach” Daniel was likewise told by
the angel (fbid 12:13), “Now po your way 10 the end and rest, and you
shall arise ro your destiny ar the end of days”...
We also see from many pertinent weachings that the men whose souls
have been retumed 1o their bodies will ear, drink, marry, have children,
and finally die after living a very long time...."®
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168  APPENDIX B

he is sick, starving, thirsty or confronted by war. Therefore, the Torah
promises that all such factors will be removed, that {its adherents] will
be healthy and live in prosperity, so they can perfect their knowledge
and merit the life of the World to Come,

Thus, the intent of the Torah is not material prosperity, long life
and health. It is only that these factors [will be granted] because they
aid in its observance. .

Similarly, if people transgress [the Torah’s laws], the punishment they
will be given is that they will be confronted with all these difficulties, so
that they will not be able to do good, as implied by the verse,s “Becayse
you did not serve God [with happiness during the abundance of good,
you will serve your enemies),”

When you contemplate this wondrous concept, you will appreciate
that if you perform some of the mitzvot with love and zeal, God will
help you perform the others by removing all the obstructions and
hindrances. Conversely, if you neglect the observance of some of them
out of contempt, God will bring you obstructions that will prevent
you from fulfilling any of them. Thus, you will not attain personal
development, nor will your {soul] endure. This is the intent of our
Sages’ statement,% “the reward for a mitzvah is the mitzvah, and the
recompense for a transgression is a transgression.”

The Garden of Eden® is a luscious place in this material world,
with a warm climate and many trees. God will reveal this place to
men in the future, showing them the way to it. There they will derive
picasure. Perhaps in this place they will discover plants that can bring
greater benefit and offer greater pleasure than those known to us at

45. Deateronomy 28:47. The Rambam’s intent is that the verse is a statement of
causality. Because the Jews did not serve God when they had the opportunity, they
were punished by exile, where divine service is more difficult,

46. Avot 4:2 - je., the performance of one mitzvah will lead to the observance of
others.

47. The Rambam continues with the objective he mentioned at the beginning of this
section to explain the terms: the World to Come, the Garden of Eden, Hell, the
Resurrection and the era of the Mashiach. .

He interprets the Garden of Eden to be referring to the place in this world in
which the narrative of Adam and Eve took place, and to which man will return
in the future. It must be emphasized that other Rabbis interpret the term “Garden
of Eden” to be referring to the spiritual world of the souls, the realm the Rambam refers
to with the term “the World to Come.” The differences between these approaches are
largely semantic, for both opinions maintain that the Garden of Eden is an actual
physical place, and both speak of the afterlife of the sout,
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present. All this is by no means impossible or farfetched. On the
contrary, the possibility of the existence of such a realm is eminent,
even had it not been mentioned by the Torah. Surely [one can believe
in it) after it has been mentioned in the Torah, and fits existence]
has been publicized. .

Gehinaom (Helt) is a term used to refer to the pain that will be visited
upon the wicked. The Talmud does not describe the nature of that
pain. There are some who say# that the sun will approach them and
consume them in flames. They draw support from the verse:* “Behold
the day is coming, burning as an oven.” Others interprets it as a
strange fever that will begin in their bodies and burn them. As support,
they cite the verse:st “Your spirit, fire will consume you.”

The resurrection of the dead is one of the fandamental principles of
the Torah taught by Moses. A person who does not believe in this has
no faith, nor does he share any bond with Judaism.

[The resurrection] will be [only] for the righteous. As Bereishir
Rabbah states:2 “The mighty rains are for the righteous and for the
wicked. The resurrection of the dead is only for the righteous.” How
could one say that the wicked would be resurrected? They are as
dead even during their lifetime, as our Sages said,” “The wicked are
considered dead during their lifetime, and the righteous are considered
alive even after their death.” You must know that inevitably [all] men
will die and [the elements of their bodies] will separate and return to
their uncompounded state, .

The era of the Mashiach, by contrast, is a time when kingship will
return to Israel, and [the Jews] will return to Eretz Yisrael. The king
who arises will rule from Zion, and his reputation will become great,
extending to the ends of the earth, even beyond that of King Solomon,
The nations will establish a covenant of peace with him, and ali Jlands
will serve him because of his great righteousness, Wonders will be
revealed by him. Whoever stands up against him will be cut down
by God and given over to his hand. Very many verses in Scripture
testify to the success he will find, and the success with which he will
endow us.

48. See Sankedrin [10b,

49. Malachi 3:19.

50. Sanhedrin 108a.

3l. Isaiah 33:11,

32. Bereishit Rabbah 13:6. Our text of Bereishit Rabbah differs slightly. See the Yefei
To'ar and Ta'anit 7a, which substantiate the Rambam’s version,

53. Berachor 18b.,
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