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Breishit Rabbah 85:1

Rabbi Shmuel bar Nahman began: “For I have known the thoughts”
(Jeremiah 29:11) — the tribes were engaged in the sale of Joseph, Joseph
was engaged in his sackcloth and his fasting, Reuben was engaged in his
sackcloth and his fasting, Jacob was engaged in his sackcloth and his
fasting, Judah was engaged in taking a wife for himself, and the Holy
One blessed be He was engaged in creating the light of the messianic
king.

Yirmiyahu 29:11
For I am mindful of the plans I have made concerning you—declares

GOD —vplans for your welfare, not for disaster, to give you a hopeful
future.

Yirmiyahu 27
(5) Thave made the earth, the men and the animals that are on the surface

of the earth, by My great power and by My outstretched arm; and I give
it to whom it seems right to Me. (6) Now have I given all these lands
into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, My servant; and
the animals of the field also have I given him to serve him.

Yirmiyahu 25
(8) Therefore thus says Hashem of Hosts, 'Because you have not heard

My words, (9) behold, I will send and take all the families of the north,’'
says Hashem, 'and I will send to Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon,
My servant, and will bring them against this land, and against the
inhabitants of it, and against all these nations round about; and I will
utterly destroy them, and make them an astonishment, and a hissing, and
perpetual desolations. (10) Moreover I will take from them the voice of
mirth and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom and the
voice of the bride, the sound of the millstones, and the light of the lamp.
(11) This whole land shall be a desolation, and an astonishment; and
these nations shall serve the king of Babylon seventy years.

(12) It shall happen, when seventy years are accomplished, that I will
punish the king of Babylon, and that nation,' says Hashem, 'for their
iniquity, and the land of the Chaldeans; and I will make it desolate
forever. (13) I will bring on that land all My words which I have
pronounced against it, even all that is written in this book, which
Jeremiah has prophesied against all the nations. (14) For many nations
and great kings shall make bondservants of them, even of them; and I
will recompense them according to their deeds, and according to the
work of their hands.'
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Shemot Rabbah 13

Another explanation: For I have hardened his heart - Rabbi Yochanan
said: Does this not provide heretics with an opportunity to open their
mouths to say that he had no means of repenting, as it say "For I have
hardened his heart".

Rabbi Shimon ben Lakish said to him: Let the mouths of the heretics be
stopped up. Rather, (Mishlei 3:34) If it concerns the scorners, he scorns
them. When the Holy One Blessed be He warns a man once, twice, thrice
and he doesn't repent, and G-d will close his heart against repentance so
that He should not exact vengeance from him for his sins. So to with the
wicked Pharaoh, since Hashem sent five times to him and he took no
notice, G-d then said: "You have stiffened your neck and hardened your
heart; well, I will add impurity to your impurity". Hence, "For I have
hardened his heart".
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Rambam Teshuva 6:3

But it is possible that a person would commit a grave sin or many sins so
that judgment is rendered before the True Judge to punish this sinner on
account of these sins committed through [the sinner’s] awareness and
intention — such that teshuvah is prevented and we do not allow this person
to return from their evil, so that they will die and be lost in the sins they
committed.

This is what the Holy Blessed One said through Isaiah: Make the heart of
this people fat, and make their ears heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they,
seeing with their eyes, and hearing with their ears, and understanding with
their heart, do teshuvah, and receive healing (Isaiah 6:10). Similarly, They
mocked the messengers of God, and despised God’s words, and scoffed at
God'’s prophets, until the wrath of the Lord arose against God’s people
such that there was no remedy (2 Chronicles 36:16), meaning: they sinned
intentionally and eagerly transgressed until they deserved to be denied
teshuvah, which is the “remedy.”

Therefore it is written in the Torah: [ will harden Pharaoh’s heart (Ex.
14:4) — since he initially sinned of his own initiative and abused Israel, who
were living in his land, as it says, Come, let us deal cleverly with them (Ex.
1:10), judgment was rendered to deny [Pharaoh] feshuvah until [God]
punished him — therefore the Holy Blessed One hardened [Pharaoh’s] heart.

Ramban Shemot 7:3

And here is the answer to the question that everyone asks: If God hardened
Pharaoh’s heart, what then was his transgression [since he had no choice]?
There are two answers, which both hold true: First, Pharaoh, in his
wickedness, had unjustifiably treated the Jews terribly, so he was punished
with the withdrawal of the path of repentance, and there are many verses
regarding this in the Torah and the Writings, and he was punished by his
original deeds.

Secondly, only the second half of the [ten] plagues were brought upon Egypt
due to Pharaoh’s transgressions, as the Torah states, And Pharaoh’s heart was
strengthened, (Shemot 7:13, 26; 8:15), and Pharaoh hardened his heart (ibid.
8:28, 9:7). He did not want to send the Jews out of Egypt for the glory of God;
rather, when the plagues increased and he was becoming too worn out to
withstand them, his heart softened and he decided to send them out because
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of the severity of the plagues themselves, but not in order to do the will of his
Creator. Therefore, God strengthened his spirit and gave courage to his heart
so that His Name would be declared [throughout the world], as we read: Thus
will I magnify Myself, and sanctify Myself, and I will make Myself known in
the eyes of many nations; and they shall know that I am G-d. (Ez. 38:23).

Brachot 10a

“In those days Hezekiah became deathly ill, and Isaiah ben Amoz the
prophet came and said to him: Thus says the Lord of Hosts: Set your
house in order, for you will die and you will not live” (Isaiah 38:1). What
is the meaning of you will die and you will not live? You will die in this
world, and you will not live in the World-to-Come. Hezekiah said to him:
What is all of this? He said to him: Because you did not marry and
engage in procreation. He said: I envisaged through divine inspiration
that the children that emerge from me will not be virtuous. Isaiah said to
him: Why do you involve yourself with the secrets of the Holy One,
Blessed be He? That which you have been commanded, the mitzva of
procreation, you are required to perform, and that which is acceptable in
the eyes of the Holy One, Blessed be He, let Him perform. . Hezekiah
said to Isaiah: Now give me your daughter as my wife; perhaps my merit
and your merit will cause virtuous children to emerge from me. Isaiah
said to him: The decree has already been decreed against you. Hezekiah
said to him: Son of Amoz, cease your prophecy and leave. I have
received a tradition from the house of my father’s father that even if a
sharp sword rests upon a person’s neck, he should restrain from praying
for mercy.

Yechezkel 33

(10) "You, son of man, tell the house of Israel, 'Thus you speak, saying,
'Our transgressions and our sins are on us, and we pine away in them;
how then can we live?' (11) Tell them, 'As I live,' says Hashem Elokim,
'l have no pleasure in the death of the wicked; but that the wicked turn
from his way and live. Turn you, turn you from your evil ways; for why
will you die, house of Israel?'

Chizkuni Shemot 4:21

“I will harden his heart;” this does not mean that G-d deprives Pharaoh
of the ability to become a penitent and to reverse his attitude and
cooperate with G-d’s commands if he so wills it. The line must be
understood as follows: “I will give him additional courage so that seeing
My miracles he will not die from fright until all My miracles will have
been performed.”

Rashbam Shemot 4:21
AN EAST WIND. The Holy One blessed be He acted through natural
means, as the wind dries and freezes rivers.

Ramban Shemot 14:21
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AND MOSES STRETCHED OUT HIS HAND OVER THE SEA; AND THE
ETERNAL CAUSED THE SEA TO GO BACK BY A STRONG EAST WIND
ALL THE NIGHT. It was His will, may He be blessed, to divide the sea by a
strong drying wind, making it appear as if the wind dried the sea, something like
that which is written, An east wind shall come, the wind of the Eternal coming up
from the wilderness, and his spring shall become dry, and his fountain shall be
dried up. He thus caused the Egyptians to err and then destroyed them, for
because of this, they thought that perhaps it was the wind which made the sea into
dry land, but that it was not the power of G-d that did this for the sake of Israel.
Although the wind does not split the sea into sections, they paid no attention even
to this and they followed after the Israelites into the sea out of their desire to harm
them. This is the intent of the expressions: and I will harden Pharaoh’s heart;
and they shall go in after them. He hardened their hearts [so that each one] would
say: “I will pursue my enemies and I will overtake them in the sea, and there is
none that can deliver out of my hand.” They did not remember now [what they
themselves had said], for the Eternal fighteth for them against the Egyptians.
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