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Gideon & Moshe - Chapter 6
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Gideon & Moshe - Chapter 6

Rosh Hashanah 25a-25b

Our Rabbis taught: Why were not the names of these elders
mentioned? So that a man should not say, Is So-and-so like Moses
and Aaron? Is So-and-so like Nadab and Abihu? Is So-and-so like
Eldad and Medad? Scripture also says, And Samuel said to the
people, It is the Lord that made Moses and Aaron, and it says [in
the same passage], And the Lord sent Jerubaal and Bedan and
Jepthah and Samuel. Jerubaal is Gideon. Why is he called Jerubaal?
Because he contended with Baal. Bedan is Samson. Why is he
called Bedan? Because he came from Dan. Jepthah is Jepthah. It
says also: Moses and Aaron among his priests and Samuel among
them that call on his name. [We see therefore that] the Scripture
places three of the most questionable characters on the same level
as three of the the most estimable characters, to show that Jerubaal
in his generation is like Moses in his generation, Bedan in his
generation is like Aaron in his generation, Jepthah in his generation
is like Samuel in his generation, [and] to teach you that the most
worthless, once he has been appointed a leader4 of the community,
is to be accounted like the mightiest of the mighty. Scripture says
also: And thou shalt come unto the priests the Levites and to the
judge thou shall be in those days. Can we then imagine that a man
should go to a judge who is not in his days? This shows that you
must be content to go to the judge who is in your days. It also says;
Say not, How was it that the former days were better than these.
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